
II.
Justification



1.
The Nature of Justification




a.
Divine Acquittal





(1)
Justification means a state of acceptance entered into by faith.  Rom. 4:2-8    Rom. 5:1





(2)
Justification is a free gift of God made through Christ.






Rom. 1:17  3:21,22





(3)
Justification is a state of acceptance in which the believer stands.  Rom. 5:2





(4)
Justification is a complete and secure position in relation to God.  “Justified” is God’s verdict.






Rom. 8:33,34





(5)
Justification is an act of God’s free grace wherein He pardoneth all our sins and accepts us as righteous.





(6)
Justification places the offender in the position of a righteous man.  God justifies the ungodly.  No earthly judge can do this.  Rom. 4:5





(7)
Justification is two-fold. 







Subtraction - the cancellation of sins







Addition - the imputing of righteousness



2.
The Necessity For Justification




a.
Man is condemned





(1)
All men need the righteousness of God, because all men have sinned.  Job 9:2;   Acts 16:30





(2)
The Gentiles are under condemnation.







Steps in their downfall -







1.


Once knew God— Rom. 1:19,20







2.

Glorified Him not as God— Rom. 1:21







3.
Neither were thankful— vs. 21







4.
Became vain in their imaginations— vs 21







5.
Their minds were darkened— vs. 21







6.
Blindness led to idolatry— vs. 23







7.
Idolatry led to moral corruption— vs. 24-31







8.
They are without excuse— vs. 32






(3)
The Jew is under condemnation.







Rom. 3:19




b.
The Law Cannot Save— Rom 3:20





Law is a school master.  Gal. 3:24





(1)
The law is the knowledge of sin






vs. 20





(2)
Righteousness is without the law






vs. 21





(3)
Witnessed by the law






Gen. 3:15   Gen. 12:3   Psa. 32:1,2






Gal. 3:6-8   Gen. 22:4,13,14






John 8:56





(4)
Witnessed by the Prophets






Isa. 53:4-6  Jer. 23:6   31:31-34






Eze. 36:26




(5)
This was God’s original plan of salvation





The law was added: Gal. 3:19-26.





Rom. 10:3  “Ignorant of God’s righteousness,”





“Going about to establish their own righteousness.”





“Have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God.”





When Christ came they had no need of Him.  John 8:32-34





“This is the work of God” John 6:28-29.





A train is a means to an end.





Rom. 10:4  “Christ is the end of the law.”



3.
The Source of Justification




a.
Grace






(1)
Grace means primarily favour, or the kindly 




disposition in the mind of God.





It has been called “pure unrecompensed kindness





and favor”





“Unmerited favor”





Grace cannot incur debt.





What God bestows He bestows as a gift;





we cannot pay for it.  Rom. 6:23





Christian service is not the payment for God’s grace;





service is the Christians way to express devotion and




love to God.





“We love Him, because He first loved us.”





I John 4:19




(2)
Grace is God’s dealing with the sinner absolutely




apart from the question of merit or demerit.





Grace is neither treating a person as he deserves,





nor treating him better than he deserves.




(3)
Grace is infinite love expressing itself in infinite




goodness.





A misunderstanding should be avoided.





Grace does not mean that sin is forgiven because





God is big-hearted enough to remit the penalty.





Redemption through the blood.





Rom. 3:24   Eph. 1:6-7





Pardoning sin is based on strict justice.





In pardoning sin “He is faithful and just”  I John 1:9




(4)
Grace is independent of man’s works or activity.





Gal. 5:4





When a person is under law, he cannot be under





grace.  





When he is under grace, he is not under law.





Law says “Pay all”    






Grace says “All is paid”





Law is a work to do -






Grace is a work done.





Law restrains actions -






Grace changes the nature.





Law condemns -






Grace justifies.





Under law a person is a servant working for wages,






Under grace, he is a son enjoying an 






inheritance.





Errors to be avoided -






1.
Legalism







2.
Lawlessness






3.
Galatianism




(5)
The Word “grace” is used sometimes in an inward





sense, to denote the operation of Divine influence.





Eph. 4:7





And the effect of the Divine influence.





Acts 4:33   Acts 11:23  James 4:6



B.
The Operation of Grace Classified




The operations of this aspect of grace has been classified.




(1)
Prevenient (literally “going before”) grace is the 




Divine influence preceding a person’s conversion, 




exciting his efforts to return to God.





It is the effect of God’s favour in drawing men.





John 6:44





And striving with the disobedient.





Acts 7:52




(2)
Effectual grace in that it is effectual in producing 




conversion, if not resisted.






John 5:40





Acts 13:46




(3)
Actual grace enables men to live rightly, to resist 




temptation and do their duty.





Thus we speak of praying for grace to perform a 




difficult task.





II Cor. 12:9




(4)
Habitual grace is the effect of the indwelling of the 




Spirit, resulting in a life characterized by the fruit of 




the Spirit.





Gal. 5:22,23



4.
The Grounds of Justification




a.
Christ’s Righteousness





How can God treat a sinner as a righteous person?





(1)
God provides him with righteousness.






It is just to give the title of “good” and “righteous” to one who has not earned it?

The Lord Jesus Christ has earned it for and on behalf of the sinner, who is declared righteous “through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus”  Rom. 3:24


What does redemption mean?


Redemption means complete deliverance by a price paid.

(a)
The price of righteousness

Christ earned or paid for this righteousness for us and the price is His atoning death.  Rom. 3:25


A propitiation is that which secures God’s favor for the undeserving.

Christ died in order to save us from God’s righteous wrath and to secure His favor to us.

Propitiation means mercy seat.

(b)
The need of righteousness

As the body needs clothing, so the soul needs character.  As one must appear before the world clothed in proper garments, so must man appear before God and heaven clothed in the garment of a perfectly righteous character.  

Rev. 3:4, 7:13, 14; 19:8

The sinner’s garment is defiled and tattered.

Zech. 3:1-4

And were he to clothe himself in his own goodness and merits and plead his own good deeds, they would be considered as “filthy rags”.

Isa. 64:6; James 5:2; Jude 23

We need to guard against defiling our garments.  Rev. 3:4; 16:15

(c)
The provision of righteousness

(1)
Purchased by Christ’s substitutionary death

Isa. 53:5,11  Rom. 4:6;5:18,19

II Cor. 5:21

God has provided a garment.

Isa. 61:10

His death was a perfect act of righteousness, because it satisfied the law of God; it was also a perfect act of obedience.  And all this was done on our behalf and placed to our credit.  The act by which God charges or reckons this righteousness to our account is called imputation.

(2)
Imputed to our account

Imputation is the reckoning to a person the consequences of another’s act.  For example, the consequences of Adam’s sin are reckoned to his descendants.  The consequences of man’s sin were reckoned to Christ, and the consequences of Christ’s obedience are reckoned to the believer.  He wore our garment of righteousness.  He “is made unto us righteousness,” I Cor. 1:30.  He becomes “the Lord our righteousness,” Jer. 23:6.

Christ expiated our guilt, satisfied the law, both by obedience and suffering, and became our substitute, so that being united with Him by faith, His death becomes our death, His righteousness our righteousness, His obedience our obedience.  God then accepts us not for anything in us, not for works—Rom. 3:28; Gal. 2:16—or merit, but for the perfect all-sufficient righteousness of Christ set to our account.  For Christ’s sake, God treats the guilty man, when penitent and believing, as if he were righteous.

(3)
Imparted to our life

Justification that saves is something external, and concerns the sinner’s position, but is there no change in condition?  It effects his standing, but what of his conduct?

Righteousness is imputed but is it also imparted?

In justification Christ is for us, but is He also in us?

In other words, it seems that imputation would dishonor the law if it were not bound up with security for the future righteousness.

The answer is that justifying faith is the initial act of Christian life and this initial act, when the faith is living, is followed by an inward, spiritual change known as regeneration.

Righteousness is imputed in justification and imparted in regeneration.  The Christ who is for us becomes the Christ in us.  “Christ liveth in me,” Gal. 2:20.

(a)
The change of position

Being in Christ

Rom. 8:1  II Cor. 5:17

I John 2:5-6

(b)
The change of conduct

Christ being in you

Col. 1:27  Eph. 3:17

Gal. 4:19  Eph. 4:13

Actually, they go together

John 15:4  John 14:23

I John 3:24; 4:13

Real salvation calls for a life of practical holiness.  They who wear His righteousness will be careful to purify themselves.  I John 3:3



5.
The Means of Justification




a.
Faith

Since the law cannot justify, man’s only hope is for a “righteousness without the law,” Rom. 3:21.  (not an unlawful unrighteousness, or a religion that permits us to sin; but a change of position and condition).  This is the “righteousness of God,” that is, a righteousness which God imparts; and it is a gift because man lacks the power to develop it or work it out.  Eph. 2:8-10

The Three Operations of Faith

(1)
Faith appropriates

A gift must be accepted.

How then is the gift of righteousness accepted?  What is the instrument which appropriates the righteousness of Christ?

“By the faith of Jesus Christ”  Faith is the hand, so to speak, which takes what God offers.  Faith is the instrumental cause of justification.

Rom.  3:22; 4:11; 9:30; Heb. 11:7; Phil. 3:9

Faith lays hold of God’s promise and appropriates salvation.

(2)
Faith applies

“Purge me with hyssop and I shall be clean.”  It not only takes all that God has to offer, it applies it to the soul.

(3)
Faith activates

Faith not only passively receives, but also actively uses what God bestows.

(a)
“It is an affair of the heart.”  

Rom. 10:9,10

Compare Matt. 15:19 with Prov. 4:23

The scripture says, or speaks of a “work of faith.”

(b)
It (faith) involves works

Gal. 5:6  “Faith which worketh”

I Thess. 1:3  “Work of faith”

Faith produces works—James 2:26

Faith proved by works—James 2:18

Faith is protected by works—James 2:22

That is, it is an energetic principle as well as a receptive attitude.  Faith is therefore a powerful motive to obedience and to every good work.

(c)
It (faith) involves the will and is connected with all good choices and actions.  Rom. 14:23

(d)
It (and faith) includes the choice and pursuit of the truth.  

II Thess. 2:12

(e)
It (and faith) implies subjection to the righteousness of God.

Rom. 10:3

“Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in His blood, to declare His righteousness for the remission of sins that are past,” 
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