The Doctrine of Man

Anthropology

The Creation of Man

1.
Special Creation

It is stated in Genesis 1:26 that man was created in the image of God. The question immediately arises, to what does this “image” and “likeness” refer? The answer is two-fold:

A.  
There may be reference here to physical likeness. There are some who believe that such scriptures as Psalm 17:15 teach that God has a visible form and that man in the garden bore that image.

See also Isaiah 6:1 and Acts 7:55,56.

However, we must be careful to remember that while God is capable of assuming human form, the essence of His being is Spirit.

John 4:24.

B.  
It has reference particularly to a moral and Spiritual likeness.

Ephesians. 4:23; Colossians 3:10; 2Corinthians 3:18

These passages speak of the “image” of God in respect to knowledge,
righteousness and holiness.

2.  
Evolution versus Special Creation

Opposed to special creation is the theory of evolution, which teaches that all forms of life developed from one form and that higher species, developed from a lower.  So that, for example, what was once a snail became a fish; what was once a fish became a reptile; what was once a reptile became a bird, and what was once an ape became a human being.

(1) 
What is a species?

(2) 
What is the test by which the distinction of species is known?

(3) 
Is evolution a scientifically proven fact?

The Original Condition of Man

1.
The original man was endued with lofty intellectual faculties.

Genesis 2:19,20; Hebrews 2:6-9

Man was created with a sufficient intellectual capacity to give names to all living creatures, and to have dominion over them.  The modern theories of evolution, which try to explain the development of man from a lower order of beings, are a monstrous product of unbridled imaginations.

MAN WAS CREATED A PERFECT BEING.

2.  
Man was created a free moral agent.

The sin in the garden was volitional on the part of man.

3.  
Man was created with an inherent religious instinct, which made him conscious of moral responsibility to God, and capable of communion with God.

4.  
Original man was created sinless (Genesis 1:31) and innocent of evil. (Genesis 2:17; 3:5-7)

