The Fall of Man


I.
The Fact of the Fall



Genesis 3:1-6 reveals that the first man fell.  The steps in the fall were:



1.
Listening to slanders about God.




“Hath God said,” Genesis 3:1.



2.
Doubting God’s Word and His love.




Vv. 4,5



3.
Looking at what God has forbidden.




“And when the woman saw…the tree,” v. 6




Compare with Joshua 7:21

Note the steps of sin:


“I saw”



“I coveted”




“I took”





“I hid”



4.
Lusting for what God has prohibited.

v.6

Here we have the

“Lust of the flesh”

“Lust of the eyes”

and “Pride of life”

spoken of in 1 John 2:16

Compare Luke 4:1-15


II.
The Results of the Fall



A.
Upon man’s physical nature

1.
The ground was cursed, so that henceforth it would not yield good alone.


Genesis 3:17

2.
Sorrow and pain to the woman in childbearing, and subjection of the woman to the man.





Genesis 3:16

3.
Exhausting physical labor in order to subsist.


Genesis 3:19

4.
Physical and spiritual death.


Genesis 3:19; 3:2; 5:5; Romans 5:12

Of course, with all this came also a fear of God, a shame of sin, a hiding from God’s presence, and finally, an expulsion from the garden.


Genesis 3:8-11,22-24



B.
Upon man’s spiritual nature




1.
All men, without respect of condition or class, are sinners before God.

Romans 3:9,22,23; Psalm 14; Isaiah 53:6

There may be a difference in the degree but not in the fact of sin.




2.
The whole world rests under condemnation, wrath and a curse.

Romans 3:19 “That every mouth may be stopped and all the world may become guilty before God.”

Galatians 3:10; Ephesians 2:3

The law of God demands perfect obedience, but no son of man can yield such obedience; hence, the curse of a broken law rests upon those breaking it.  John 3:36

3.
Unregenerate men are regarded as children of the devil and not Sons of God.

1 John 3:8-10; John 8:44

“Ye are of your father the devil.”

1 John 3:19

“And we know that we are of God, and the whole world lieth in wickedness.” (RV: in the wicked one) 

4.
The whole race of men is in hopeless captivity to sin and Satan.


Romans 7:14; John 8:31-36; Ephesians 2:3

5.
The entire nature of man, mentally, spiritually, morally, physically, is sadly affected by sin.

a.
The understanding is darkened.

  
Ephesians 4:18; 1 Corinthians 2:14

b.
The heart is deceitful and wicked.

  
Jeremiah 17:9,10

c.
The mind and conscience are defiled.

  
Genesis 6:5; Titus 1:15

d.
The will is enfeebled.

  
Romans 7:18

e.
The flesh and spirit are defiled.

  
2 Corinthians 7:1

