The Gift of the Working of Miracles

I Cor. 12:10

The working of miracles is the third gift of power.

I. The Nature of the Gift of Working of Miracles

1. It is the supernatural intervention into the ordinary course of nature.

Joshua 10:12  Sun standing still

Ex. 14:16 Crossing the Red Sea

Ex. 3  The burning bush

God is not bound by man’s laws.

2. The difference between healing and miracles.

All healings performed by the power of God are miracles to a certain degree, though all miracles are not healing.

The man upon whom God has graciously bestowed the gifts of healing does not necessarily have the gift of working of miracles.  Also, the one that has the power to perform miracles may have little success in healing the sick.

II. The Purpose of the Gift

A. The deliverance of God’s people

Ex. 14:13=16 Miracles performed by Moses



I Kings 18  Elijah calling down fire



Luke 5:17-26 Jesus healing the paralytic

B. The awakening of the soul to repentance.

Man stand in awe in the  presence of a miracle.

Acts 3  The healing of the lame man.  Acts. 4:10

Acts 14:8-18 The impotent man at Lystra.

C. To provide for those in want

1. Manna from heaven.  Ex. 16:14-25

2. Cruise of oil  I Kings 17:14-16

3. Loaves and fishes Mark 6

4. Water into wine  John 2

5. Water from rock  Ex. 17:5-7

6. Bitter water at Marah  Ex. 15:23-25

D. To carry out divine judgment

Ex. 7-12

1. Water made blood

2. Frogs

3. Lice

4. Flies

5. Murrain

6. Boils and blains

7. Thunder and hail

8. Locust

9. Darkness

10. First born slain

E. To confirm the preached word

Mark 16:15-20

Acts 13:11,12

F. To deliver in situations of danger

Matt. 8:23  Stilling the tempest

Acts 12:11,12  Peter deliverance

G. To raise the dead

The widow’s son

Jairus’ daughter

Lazarus

Dorcas raised  Acts 9:36-43

Smith Wigglesworth – woman raised

Study Questions

The Gift of the Working of Miracles

1. Explain the nature of this gift.

2. Name one of the outstanding miracles that Joshua performed.

3. What is the difference between healing and miracles?

4. Tell how this gift aids in delivering God’s people.

5. How does this gift awaken the soul to repentance?

6. Tell how this gift helped in providing for those in need.

7. Tell how this gift carried out divine judgment.

8. Tell how this gift confirmed the preached word.

9. Tell how this gift brought deliverance in time of danger. 

10. Give one instance of the dead being raised through this gift.

The Gifts of Healing

The one possessing this gift is used supernaturally by God in ministering health to the sick.  This gift bears no relation to the medical profession or any of the human helps provided by man’s skill to combat disease and suffering.

Every healing is a gift;  cancer, TB, etc.

Note the plural form of this gift:  It is not the Gift of Healing, it is the Gifts of Healings,  I Cor. 12:9,28,30.

Can the one possessing this gift heal everyone?

1. Disobedience – sin

2. Development  of faith

3. Unbelief – Matt. 13:58

How is healing provided?


Divine healing is a direct benefit of the atoning work of Christ.  Jesus healed all that came to Him.  He rebuked the lack of faith in His disciples when they failed to heal the demon-possessed boy.  Isa. 53:5  Psa. 103:3  Matt. 8:17  I Peter 2:24.

I.
The Purpose of the Gift

A. To deliver the sick and destroy the works of the devil, Acts. 10:38

1. A leper, Matt. 8:3; Centurion’s servant, Matt. 8:7

2. Divine healing is the Will of God, Matt. 8:16,17

3. It is a divine covenant relationship with God.

B. To establish the claims of Christ, Matt. 9:5-6

C. To establish the resurrection, Acts 3:15,16

D. To draw people to hear the Gospel, John 6:2  Jesus the Healer – best recommendation to Jesus the Savior.

E. We are given the power of attorney.

1. To bring glory to God,  Mark 2:12;  Luke 13:17

II.
The Nature of the Gift

A. Healing is restorative power.  In the order of every healing, there was a progressive step.

1. Peter’s mother-in-law, Matt. 8:14,15

2. Healing of the blind man,  John 9:7

3. The ten lepers, Luke 17:11-16

III. What the Gift of Healing is Not

A. Healing is not creative power.  This is out of the realm of healing to miracles.

1. Jarius, daughter made alive, being dead, Luke 8:49-56

2. Widow’s son raised,  Luke 7:11-15

3. The raising of Lazarus,  John 11

Study Questions

Gifts of Healings

1. How is the one that possesses this gift used by it?

2. Does this gift have any relation to the medical profession to combat disease?

3. Why is this gift of healing spoken of in the plural?

4. Can the one possessing this gift heal everyone?  Make a complete statement.

5. How is healing provided?

6. How many did Jesus heal that came to Him?

7. Give four scripture references that show healing is in the atonement.

8. What is the purpose of this gift?

9. What is the nature of this gift of healing?

10. What kind of power is this gift not?

Quiz

Gifts of Healings

1. How is the one that possesses this gift used by it?

2. Why is this gift of healing spoken of in the plural?

3. How is healing provided?

4. Give four scripture references that show healing is in the atonement.

5. What is the nature of this gift of healing?

The Gift of Prophecy

The Gift of Prophecy is a supernatural utterance in the known tongue.

There are some who have endeavored to include all anointed preaching within the scope of prophecy, but this can hardly be true since most preaching originates as the result of mediation and study, while prophecy is a spontaneous, unpremeditated utterance.  Again, preaching may be described as the spirit using the intellectual faculties of the speaker in which he generally follows an outline previously prepared, while prophecy may be described as the spirit using our vocal organs.

I.
Definition of the Gift of Prophecy

1. Prophecy is an ecstatic inspired utterance of the sprit in the native tongue of the speaker on the spur of the moment, for the exhortation, edification and comfort of the hearers.

2. It may be by revelation wherein the prophet proclaims a message previously received through a dream, a vision, or the Word of the Lord.

3. It also includes foretelling the future.  Acts 11:27; 27:9,10,25

II. The Nature of the Gift of Prophecy

1. To bubble forth, an issuing out of, as a spring gushing forth continually.  To speak for another.  I Cor 11,12,13,14  Acts 13:1  Mentioned 22 times in chapters 11-14 of I Cor.

2. Prophecy should not be compared to the office of a prophet.  It involves the office of a prophet.

3. Prophecy is sometimes given in the first person.  Acts 13:2  Acts 21:11

4. The gift of prophecy is not on a level with scripture.  

a. We are instructed to test or judge prophecy.  I  Cor. 14:29

III. The Purpose of the Gift of Prophecy

1. To speak to men supernaturally.  I Cor. 14:3

2. To edify the church.  I Cor. 14:4

3. To exhort the church.  I  Cor. 14:3

4. To comfort the church.  I Cor. 14:3,31

5. To convict the unbeliever.  I Cor. 14:24,25

Study Questions

The Gift of Prophecy

1. Explain what the gift of prophecy is.

2. Is anointed preaching and the Gift of Prophecy the same thing?

3. Explain the difference between preaching and the Gift of Prophecy.

4. Give definition of the Gift of Prophecy.

5. Does the Gift of Prophecy have only to do with the spontaneous utterance and nothing previously received?

6. Does the gift of prophecy have anything to do with the future?

7. Explain the nature of this gift.

8. Is the Gift of Prophecy and the office of a Prophet the same?

9. Explain why Prophecy is not on an equal level with Scripture.

10. Explain the purpose of the Gift of Prophecy.

1.


2.

3.

4.

5.

Divers Kinds of Tongues


Speaking in tongues is not given, as some commentators hold, as a means of preaching to people of a foreign tongue.  The 120 disciples on the Day of Pentecost were overheard speaking in the native languages of the multitude that assembled when news of the language speaking was noised abroad, but the actual preaching was done by Peter in his own native language.  Aramaic preaching was done by Peter in his own native language. 

IV. The Definition of This Gift

The Gift of Tongues is a supernatural ability under a spontaneous inspiration of the sprit to speak in a language never learned by the speaker.

V. The Most Prominent of the Gifts

1. It is most talked about because of its mysteriousness.

2. It is most widely distributed.

3. It is the scriptural evidence of the baptism.

Acts 2:4  The upper room

Acts 8:12,15,17 Samaria – One year after the upper room.

Acts 10:46 Caesarea – Eighty years after the upper room.



Acts 19:6  Ephesus – Twenty-three years after the upper room.

VI. The Purpose of Tongues

1. That men may speak supernaturally to God.  I Cor. 14:2

2. That believers may magnify God.  Acts 10:46

3. That our spirits can pray to God without the aid of understanding.    I Cor. 14:14-16  Eph. 5:18  Rom. 8:26

4. That the church may be edified when the gift of interpretation is present.  I Cor. 14:5,12,13,26

5. Tongues are a sign to the unbeliever.  I Cor. 14:22

VII. The Difference Between Tongues As a Sign And As a Gift

Tongues as a sign must be distinguished from tongues as a gift.

Not interpreter.  Acts 2,10,19

But the gift is to be used in the assembly only when there is an interpreter present.

VIII. The Control of This Gift.

Can tongues be controlled?

It was out of control in Corinth – 


Two things wrong –



First, speaking without an interpreter.



Second,  no place was given to the other gifts.


I Cor. 14:27

Study Questions

The Gift of Tongues

1. Is speaking in tongues given as a means to preaching to foreigners?

2. What language did Peter preach in?

3. Give definition of this gift.

4. Why is tongues the most prominent gift?

5. What is the scriptural evidence of receiving the baptism?

6. Is this experience the Gift of Tongues?  Explain.

7. How many years after the upper room did Ephesus receive the baptism?

8. What is the purpose of this gift?

9. What is the difference between tongues as a sign and tongues as a gift?

10.
Can tongues be controlled?

The Gift of Interpretation of Tongues

It is a dependent gift and of no value unless there is a message in tongues.

I.
The Definition of the Gift.


Interpretation of Tongues is the ability to make intelligible to the listener the foreign language spoken through the operation of the gift of tongues,  by an equally inspired and spontaneous utterance of the spirit in the ordinary language of the people assembled.  Interpretation is no more a product of the human mind than speaking with tongues, and is the product of the Holy Ghost through the vocal organs of the speaker.

II. Characteristics of the Gift

1. The natural gifts and training will influence the statement; but it will be none the less supernatural.  

2. Those who speak in tongues are instructed to pray for the interpretation.  I Cor. 14:13

3. Let one interpret.  I Cor. 14:27

4. Much prayer, wisdom and faith is necessary and will be needed, this will avoid confusion amongst God’s children.

III. The Purpose of the Gift

1. To make understandable the message that is given in the unknown tongue.

a. It is the Gift of Interpretation and not translation through explanation of the unknown tongue.

b. It can easily be longer because it is an interpretation and not a translation.

2. The English verb “interpret” is found in three forms in the Greek New Testament.

a. “Hermeneuo” means “to explain”  and usually applies to translation from one language to another (John 1:38  Heb. 7:2)

b. “Methermeneuo” is always used with the thought of exact translation in mind, as may be observed in Matt. 1:23  Mark 5:41

c. “Diermeneuo” which means “to explain thoroughly” clearly indicating the desire to go beyond translation, so as to show not only the sense of a statement, but also its significance as related to the hearer.  I Cor. 12:30  I Cor. 14:5

The Greek word “diermeneuo” translated “interpret” in I Cor. 12  I Cor. 14:5 is used in Luke 24:27, here the Lord Jesus met the discouraged disciples returning homeward on the road to Emmaus.  “He expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning Himself.”

If we admit that in relation to Christ it means exposition as well as clarification, it must be so in Paul’s teachings.

IV. Examples of the Gift

During Belshazzar’s feast the finger of God appeared on the wall.

He had no difficulty in translating the writing for it was the Samaritan script of the pure Hebrew , which he had learned in his childhood before Judah had been carried away.

The writing –


“Mene, mene, tekel, upharsin.”


An exact translation of these syllables is:


“Numberation, numeration, weighing division.”


Had Daniel simply translated the writing this is all he would have 

said, but by the spirit he not only knew the meaning of the words but was able to explain.

Study Questions

The Interpretation of Tongues

1. Is interpretation of tongues an independent gift?

2. Give definition of this gift.

3. Is interpretation a natural product of the human mind?

4. Does natural gifts and training have any effect on this gift?

5. What are those that speak in tongues instructed to do?

6. How many should interpret a message?

7. What is the purpose of the gift?

8. Explain the difference between translation and interpretation.

9. Is the interpretation the same in length as the message in tongues?  

Explain.

10. Give three Greek words and their meaning of the word “interpret” in the New Testament.

