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| ntroduction to the Book of Romans

The Epistle of Romansis atreasure of truth that needs to be understood by the Saints of God. This study will endeavor to help you to
understand its truths.

Please read the book of Romans at |east one time through before considering these notes. This collection of notesisintended to be read as a
companion to your reading of the Scriptures. We have endeavored to highlight and give clarity as needed, but these pages will not fully
benefit the reader if the actual words of the Scripture are not read and carefully meditated upon.

Authorship of the Epistle to the Romans

Romans internal evidence supports Paul's authorship

Chapter 1 and verse 1 iswritten as Paul himself claiming to have written it. Romans' style is the same found in | and Il Corinthians and
especialy Galatians. Paul's style and the style of Romansisintensely "personal.” To read Paul's epistlesis amost the same as hearing his
voice. Paul often wrote like he may have talked.

The stage of development of Christian doctrine which the letter reveals fits naturally to the time of Paul. Paul was at the height of his
ministry at about the middle of the first century at which time the common issues which disturbed the churches are the same issues dealt with
in Romans.

External evidences support Paul's authorship

Paul was known as the writer of the epistle to the Romans as early as AD 95. Some of the writers who recognized Pauline authorship of
Romans were:

1. NT Writers—Especialy Peter (2 Peter 3:15)

2. Clement of Rome (AD 95)

3. Ignatius of Antioch (AD 110)

4. Polycarp, the Bishop of Smyrna (After AD 110)

Who Did Not Start the Church at Rome

Paul wrote this epistle, but did not start the church at Rome, nor had he ever visited this church up until sometime after writing of this epistle.
The Christian church in Rome already existed before the writing of the epistle to the Romans with groups of believers meeting in homes such
asthat of Priscillaand Aquilla. If we compared Romans 1:8, 1:11, and chapter 16, we can safely conclude there was a Christian church at
Rome before Paul or even Peter visited.

Thereisnot much historical record of the founding of the church in Rome, but we can also conclude that Peter did not found the Roman
church either. Paul never once names Peter as being in Rome and it would seem logical if Peter was the leader of the church that Paul would
have mentioned him in his salutation in Romans 16. Instead, Paul lists 28 people in that salutation among whom listed first were Priscillaand
Aquilla. Furthermore, the Book of Acts places Peter not in Rome but in Jerusalem establishing the church there.

The Birth of aChristian Church at Rome

The Roman Empire was in power at the time of the writing of this epistle and Rome was also the capital city of this empire—it was the chief
city of the world. It has been said that "all roads led to Rome." Thisis because it was the Romans who introduced and built a new system of
roads stemming from the capital city of Rome itself. Rome was the center of the world and a strategic place out of which gospel could



spread.

From the multitudes of Jewish slaves brought to Rome and later freed, multiple (maybe as many as 5) Jewish synagogues cropped up.
Eventually, Jewish Christians would travel to Rome as well and cause quite a disturbance within these Jewish synagogues. As Rome was
understandably intimidated by the sudden increase of the number of Jews within the city and their increasing tumults, measures were taken to
discourage its growth. The earliest measures taken did not include making Judaism illegal, but did forbid unauthorized gatherings.

The historian Cassius Dio reports the following action taken by Claudius against Roman Jews:
"Asfor the Jews, who had again increased so greatly that by reason of their multitude it would have been hard without

raising atumult to bar them from the city, he did not drive them out, but ordered them, while continuing their
traditional mode of life, not to hold meetings.”

The restrictions imposed by the government resulted with a Gentile-dominated church. It isthis church that received Paul's letter sometime
around AD 57-58. Instead of in central synagogues or large meeting places, this church met in small groups around the city of Rome asin the
homes of Believers. Though their gathering places were 'decentralized’, especially from the letter to the Romans, we can see the Christian
church maintained communication and the sense of being ‘one body" in Christ.

TIME & PLACE

Most scholars place the time of the writing of this epistle around AD 57-58. In Romans 15:19, Paul lets us know that he is near the
culmination of his career and at the end of his third missionary journey. He has preached the Gospel, he says, "from Jerusalem and as far
round as Illyricum," and goes on to make the amazing statement that he no longer has any room to work in that vast area. He wishesto go to
Spain since Italy itself is aready being evangelized, and to visit the Roman church along the way. But he cannot do so at once; he must first
go to Jerusalem. The reason for thisis both clear and evident. For some time, (2 Corinthians would suggest at |east one year), Paul intimates,
he has been engaged in taking a collection for the poor in Jerusalem. During the writing of the book of Romans, that collection is virtually (if
not quite entirely) complete, and Paul is awaiting an opportunity to deliver the offering to Jerusalem. | and |1 Corinthians refer to the
collection as being in progress (I Cor. 16:1-4; 2 Cor. 8-9) and Romans 15:25-28 looks upon it asjust completed. Sincein | Corinthians 16:3-
4, Paul indicated that he plansto end his work on the collection in Corinth and then to depart from that city for Jerusalem, it is natural to
suppose that he wrote Romans while at Corinth.

OCCASION

Romans was written as Paul's introduction to the Christians at Rome preceding his visit to them. The Apostle Paul had long been intending to
visit the Roman Christians as soon as he accomplished the business he had at hand which was the collection for the poor at Jerusalem (1:13;
15:25, 26, 28). Hiswork in the east was over; he was on the eve of hisjourney to Jerusalem. He wanted to introduce himself to the Christians
at Rome before making his stop there so he wrote this epistle with the intention of sending it on the first favorable opportunity. Phoebe's
voyage to Rome afforded Paul such an opportunity (16:1-2).

PURPOSE

Romansis atheological treatise (a systematic treatment) of the meaning of the Gospel. Though the church is predominately Gentile, Judaism
was a dominate influence early on. There were many Jews in Rome at the time of the writing of the Epistle to the Romans and even the
Jewish Christians were heavily bound to the traditions and heritage of Judaism. The Jews believed because they had Moses's Law and the
covenant of circumcision that they were guaranteed eternal life with God. They believed they were superior to the heathen Gentiles and that
they did not need to submit to heathen rulers. Paul refutes the doctrines of the Jews which were inconsistent with Scripture.



