The Family

The Family

Introduction: Etymology

e "“family” found in 76 verses ( N.T. 1 verse: patria Luke 2:4; Acts. 3:25; Eph. 3:1)

GREEK ("family" N.T. 1 verse)

Ephesians 3:15— Of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named,

1. "GROUP OF FAMILIES" patria: paternal descent, i.e. (concretely) a group of families or awhole race (nation):--family, kindred,

lineage.
2. Greek patria[3985] found in 3 verses. Ephesians 3:15; Luke 2:4 ("lineage™); Acts 3:25 ("kindreds")

HEBREW ("family" O.T. 75 verses)

1. Hebrew - mishpachah [4940] : afamily, i.e. circle of relatives; figuratively, a class (of persons), atribe or people:--family, kind(-
red).
2. mishpacha[3985] found in 224 verses: "kinds', "families', "family"

Some Questions

1. What makes afamily? What Does the Family Unit Look like in Scripture?
2. What destroys afamily?
3. What strengthens afamily?

What does the Family "Unit" Look Like?

e Father, Mother, and Children
e The Overwhelming Testimony of Scripture establishes this definition. God Created Adam, then Eve as a help meet for Adam who
then bore children: Cain, Abel and Seth. God instituted Marriage and the Family in the very beginning.

Relationships in the Family (How do we relate to
each other?)



e relationship: the way in which two or more people regard and behave toward each other.

Husband and Wife: Marriage

Family is the fundamental building block of all human civilizations, and marriage is the foundation of the family.

e Unmarried persons should not behave asiif they are.

Ecclesiastes 4:9 — Two are better than one; because they have a good reward for their labour.

Mark 10:9 — What therefore God hath joined together, let not man put asunder.

e Marriage is more than just a'piece of paper'. Marriage is a promise of commitment that until it is made, there is no commitment
to break and leaves much room for deception and lopsided relationships.

Song of Solomon 8:6-7 — Song 8:6 Set me as a seal upon thine heart, as a seal upon thine arm: for loveis strong as
death; jealousy is cruel asthe grave: the coals thereof are coals of fire, which hath a most vehement flame. 7 Many
waters cannot quench love, neither can the floods drown it: if a man would give al the substance of his house for
love, it would utterly be contemned.

Husbhand to Wife

Ephesians 5:25-33 — Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; 26
That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, 27 That he might present it to himself a
glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish. 28 So
ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself. 29 For no man ever yet
hated his own flesh; but nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church: 30 For we are members of his
body, of hisflesh, and of hisbones. 31 For this cause shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall be joined unto
hiswife, and they two shall be one flesh. 32 Thisis agreat mystery: but | speak concerning Christ and the church. 33
Nevertheless et every one of you in particular so love hiswife even as himself; and the wife see that she reverence
her husband.

Genesis 2:24 — Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall
be one flesh.

Wife to Husbhand

Ephesians 5:21-24 — Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God. 22 Wives, submit yourselves unto your
own husbands, as unto the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church:
and he isthe saviour of the body. 24 Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own
husbands in every thing.




Children to Parents

Ephesians 6:1-3  Children, obey your parentsin the Lord: for thisisright. 2 Honour thy father and mother; (whichis
the first commandment with promise;) 3 That it may be well with thee, and thou mayest live long on the earth.

Father to Children

Deuteronomy 6:1-7 — 1 Now these are the commandments, the statutes, and the judgments, which the LORD your
God commanded to teach you, that ye might do them in the land whither ye go to possessit: 2 That thou mightest fear
the LORD thy God, to keep al his statutes and his commandments, which | command thee, thou, and thy son, and thy
son's son, all the days of thy life; and that thy days may be prolonged. 3 Hear therefore, O Israel, and observe to do it;
that it may be well with thee, and that ye may increase mightily, asthe LORD God of thy fathers hath promised thee,
in the land that floweth with milk and honey. 4 § Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God isone LORD: 5 And thou shalt
love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might. 6 And these words, which |
command thee this day, shall bein thine heart: 7 And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk
of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou liest down, and when
thou risest up.

Ephesians 6:4 — And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and
admonition of the Lord.

Parents to Children

Proverbs 22:6 — Train up achild in the way he should go: and when heis old, he will not depart fromit.

The Most Important Lesson from the Family
Structure

e |sthat it teaches us how to relate to God.

Ephesians 4:6 — One God and Father of all, who is above al, and through all, and in you all.

Matthew 23:9 — And call no man your father upon the earth: for oneis your Father, which isin heaven.

¢ And to understand the Godhead/Trinity



Matthew 3:16 — And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water: and, |o, the heavens were
opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon him: 17 And lo a voice from
heaven, saying, Thisis my beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased.

What Weakens Families?

Half of all marriages end in divorce.

"The American Family: An Endangered and Disappearing Species' : "Several statistics suggest that traditional
families (husband and wife with children) and family life are disappearing in the United States. One major factor in
the disintegration of familiesin Americais the movement of young adults away from marriage. Nonmarital
cohabitation and temporary “hooking up” have to some extent replaced marriage in some segments of the young adult
population."

PEW Research Center: "The U.S. marriage rate (percentage of persons married at age 18-32) has steadily dropped by
generation from 65 percent of the Silent Generation (1960) to 48 percent of the Baby Boomer Generation (1980) to 36
percent of the Gen X Generation (1997), to just 26 percent of the Millennial Generation (2013)."

Isthere an attack on the family? YES

1. The Declinein Morals - God Fearing
e Lost of aMoral Compass
e Lust of the Flesh
e Lossof Value for the Human Body
e Not Watchful of Dangerous things: pornography, pride, loose living
2. Selfishness - Mother's leaving babies in trashcans. "Ruining my plans.”
3. Carelessness: Insults and Criticism eat like cancer at what bind us together (Gossip)

Professor Bradley Wright, a sociologist at the University of Connecticut, explains from his analysis of people who
identify as Christians but rarely attend church, that 60 percent of these have been divorced. Of those who attend
church regularly, 38 percent have been divorced.Bradley R.E. Wright, Christians Are Hate-Filled Hypocrites ... and
Other Lies You've Been Told, (Minneapolis, MN: Bethany House, 2010), p. 133.

What Strengthens Families?

What goes on in the world and in our nation, concerns us and we engage best we can. But the WORLD we have the most opportunity to
impact isour FAMILY. NATIONAL VALUES are established on the foundation of FAMILY VALUES.

e Family & Church Family
e What are our Family Vaues? It is helpful in anyteam to pause in the course of action to ask "What are we doing here?"

values held to be traditionally LEARNED or REINFORCED within afamily, such as those of high moral standards
and discipline.



I come from that society and there is a common thread, specifically family values - the idea that you do anything for
your family, and the unconditional love for one's children. Ednita Nazario

In 1978, Thomas Hansen of Boulder Colorado, sued his parents for $350,000 on grounds of “mal practice of
parenting.” Mom and Dad had botched his upbringing so badly, he charged in his suit, that he would need years of
costly psychiatric treatment.

After the dedication of hisbaby brother in church, little Johnny sobbed all the way home in the back seat of the car.
His father asked him three times what was wrong. Finally the boy replied, “That pastor said he wanted us brought up
in a Christian home, and | want to stay with you guys!”

e What SUPPORTS & UNDERMINES OUR FAMILY VALUES?

1. God Centeredness - A Focus on the WILL of God (leadership)

2. Love - Compassion - Kindness ("All things in common, brothers and sisters, a success that seems to be able to take over the
world!)
Tenderness: words go along way! ---- Never speak unkindly behind anyone's back. LOYALTY SUPPORT ONE ANOTHER
apologies and forgiviness

3. SPIRITUAL TOGETHER: Godly Disciplinesin the Home (Spiritual Home)

Praying Together

Reading Together

Fasting Together

Teaching in the Home

Memorizing Scripture

agrwdpE

General Verses of Our Vaues

1. Unity

Psalm 133:1 — Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!

More important than being "right” or having the last word.
Matthew 5:9 "blessed peacemakers'
Galatians 6:2 "bear each other's burdens'

Ephesians 4:2-3 With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; 3 Endeavouring
to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

WHAT SUPPORTS & UNDERMINES THISVALUE? TOGETHER
Eating Together

Creativity, Problem Solving Together, "Working it Out"

Church, Praying and Reading Together

Playing Together

N

Training Ground
I



Ephesians 6:4 — And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture and
admonition of the Lord. Proverbs 22:6 — Train up a child in the way he should go: and when heis old, he will not
depart fromiit.

WHAT SUPPORTS & UNDERMINES THISVALUE?
Hard Work, Responsibility
Helping Others, Volunteering

Honor, Respect, Obedience

Exodus 20:12 —

Matthew 19:19, Colossians 3:20

How we speak to one another

WHAT SUPPORTS & UNDERMINES THISVALUE?

Valuing Elders, The VALUE OF LIFE, VALUE OF SELF

Don't cut each other down and be particularly sensitive in earshot of your children

| believein the value of life. | believe we must prepare our children for tomorrow with the family values of my grandparents. --
Ryan Zinke

Devel opment

Proverbs 17:17 —

Hebrews 10:24-25 — And let us consider one another to provoke unto love and to good works: 25 Not forsaking the
assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, asye
see the day approaching.

others may not be able to speak to you as a brother or asister can!
WHAT SUPPORTS & UNDERMINES THISVALUE?

Healthy Competition

Edify and not tear down

Not at war with another

Mutual Comfort and Blessing

Proverbs 17:6 — Children's children are the crown of old men; and the glory of children are their fathers.

Proverbs 10:1; Psalm 127:3-5
It isthe ordinance of God that in well-trained families the parents and children shall be a mutual comfort and honor to each other.

3 John 1:4 —



e WHAT SUPPORTS & UNDERMINES THISVALUE?

6. Forgiveness and Unconditional Love

Colossians 3:13 — Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man have aquarrel against any: even as
Christ forgave you, so also do ye. 1Pe 4:8 And above all things have fervent charity among yourselves:. for charity
shall cover the multitude of sins. [mutual love] 1 John 4:20 — If aman say, | love God, and hateth his brother, heisa
liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen?

e WHAT SUPPORTS & UNDERMINES THISVALUE?
e Kindness

7. Faith, Trust and Honesty

Luke 18:16 — But Jesus called them unto him, and said, Suffer little children to come unto me, and forbid them not:
for of such is the kingdom of God.

e WHAT SUPPORTS & UNDERMINES THISVALUE?
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